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Abstract

Elements of ideology and culture in animations can affect how children are so-
cialized so that these viewers can embody an ideological character in line with
it. The study seeks to identify the ideological and cultural indicators in creating a
fictional character named “The Dolphin Boy” in an animation for children. There-
fore, the study has drawn upon the theories of Stuart Hall and Louis Althusser.
The research method employed is qualitative and, in terms of nature, descrip-
tive-analytical, carried out using the semiotic approach of Jan Fiske at all three
levels of reality, representation, and ideology. The findings of this study indicate
that the studied animation shows the ideology of Orientalism along with reviving
native-local particularism and nationalism dimension, as well as the ideology of
fighting against economic-cultural imperialism, along with the dimension of battle
against the influence and domination of the West. In other words, by using the two
ideologies mentioned, the studied animation seeks to represent the values, identi-
ties and unique culture of Iran and the actions of the people against global mono-
culturalism and the fight against the dominance, imposition and cultural-economic
influence of countries representing global imperialism, which by using signs in
the underlying and hidden layers of the film, it conveys these concepts to children.
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